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tinues, after dwelling much on the virtues of the
Prophet's only daughter, " Such was the affec-
tion of Mahumud for his daughter Fatima and
her children, and so well he knew the purity of
their hearts, that he hesitated not a moment in
replying, ' If the Lord graciously permits His
servant to choose, I freely offer my two sons,
Ishmael and Ibrahim; that Hasan and Hosein
may live by His mercy.'"

Omit was also a convert to the faith Ma-
humud taught: he likewise gave a daughter
in marriage to Mahumud; by whom, however,
the same historian remarks, his house was not
peopled. His only daughter, Fatima, lived
to add numbers to his family: she was born
to him by the pious female (a widow) who
was his first wife, and to whom he was
united before he commenced his work of con-
version. Ali, to whom Fatima was married,
was the nephew of Mahumud, and from this
union the Syaad race descend to the present
day. The Prophet observing real piety in Ali,
designed him not only to be the most suitable
husband for his amiable daughter, but the best
qualified person to be chosen as his successor,